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trip highlights 
A New Mars Dairy
Patience, AB
• They are recent Master Breeders
• 13,500kg herd average
• Utilize classification and DHI for management decisions
• Milking over 400 cows and Henk knew the pedigrees of most 

of the animals we asked about!

B Poly-C Farms Ltd.
Ponoka, AB
• Built a grain elevator to mix all their own feed and capitalize on 

bulk buying and opportunity buying
• Built in diesel generator so the neighbours come for coffee and 

a shower when power is out (up to 4x a year)
• Run a custom farming operation along with the 300+ cow dairy

C Breevliet Dairy Ltd
Wetaskiwin, AB
• Milk over 500 cows
• Milk with two parlours; one for treated and fresh cows (who are 

also housed in a separate barn) and the other for the rest of herd
• Calf barn with four separate rooms with robot feeders. 

Observation windows on the outside of rooms
• Close relationship with dairy processors that allows them to 

utilize waste dairy products like whey in their rations
• Bedding Master Dryer for manure to use as bedding.

• 600 ft long heifer barn for replacements
• 4500 round bales of straw used yearly

D Nielson farms
Lacombe, AB
• Jeff still milks every morning, 400 cow dairy milking 2x
• Very nice herd of cows with a herd average over 40L
• Red and White Holsteins
• Just installed activity collars on cows
• Two milk tanks – before that they were on every day pick up

E Lucky Hill
Lacombe, AB
• Brand new sand-bedded free-stall barn that they moved into 

five months ago. 
• Large amount of Red and White genetics in the 270-cow 

milking herd.
• Vacuum truck is used to clean the barn alleys
• Heifers housed in old barn

f Westerner Dairy Showcase
Red Deer, AB
• Western Canada’s largest Dairy Show, Oct. 20-22, 2022

G Exploration Day!
Jasper, AB
• The group took one day to drive from Red Deer to Jasper and 

the views were breathtaking!
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PHOTOS 1. The group with the farm sign L to R Henk, Steve, Eleri, Amanda, Jon and Pam, 2. The group arrived just in time for morning coffee 
with Henk Schrijver. We had a very engaging conversation about his breeding strategies, genetics, favourite cows and industry trends; 3. Some 
of the grain bins at Poly-C that make up the grain elevator, 4. Some in calf heifers on pasture enjoying the sunshine,  5. John showing the group 
the main milking barn, 6. Alberta style calf barn, 7. Heifer lots under the big blue Alberta sky, 8. Jeff Showing us Alberta corn and how different 
it is to Ontario Corn Silage, 9. Group shot of Jon, Amanda, Eleri, Orange farm cat, Steve, Ruben van der Linde, 10. Happy cows in the parlour, 
11. Zimmer Krusader Ava winning the Production class, 12. The group at the Westerner Dairy Showcase with special guest Dr. David Chalack, 
Jon, Amanda, Pam, Dr.Dave , Eleri and Steve, 13. The group in the gorge left by the former path of the falls, at Athabasca Falls. L to R Jon, Steve, 
Eleri, Amanda, 14. The views below Athabasca falls were breathtaking!
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A New Mars Dairy, Patience, AB

b Poly-C Farms Ltd., Ponoka, AB

c Breevliet, Wetaskiwin, Alberta

d Nielsen Farms, Lacombe, AB

e Lucky Hill, Lacombe, AB

f Westerner Dairy Showcase, Red Deer, AB

g Exploration Day – Jasper, AB

Adventure

More cows
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Who we are
Stephen Sikma - Sikmadale Holsteins, Orono 

Amanda Cowan - Allensite Farms, Vankleek Hill

Eleri Morris - Condon Holsteins, Kintore

Jon Martin - Dreamview Holsteins, Wellesley

This was truly the trip of a lifetime! It was an amazing opportunity 
to get to meet and know other young farmers in Ontario, while 
experiencing some of the best cattle that Western Canada had to 
offer! The camaraderie and welcoming spirit of every person we met 
in Alberta was truly humbling. 

We would like to provide a huge thank you to “Momma” Pam for 
chaperoning our trip and for organizing all of it. Additionally, we 
would like to thank the farms who opened their doors to us, and for 
the incredible hospitality of everybody we had the privilege to meet. 
The passion of these breeders for their cattle, their industry and for 
farming was extremely evident to all of us on this trip. 

It was nice to get out and see what the rest of Canada has to offer, 
to reawaken our passion for farming and cows, and to discuss with 
other fellow young farmers about the daily challenges of running a 
farm. Thank you to the sponsors who made this once-in-a-lifetime 
trip possible!

Here are some highlights of the farms we visited, from the Westerner 
Dairy Showcase we attended and some of the beautiful scenery we 
were fortunate to take in along the way.


